


 Lithuania discovered by IP Students

Rationale: the impetus for this study has become the decisions taken in the Bologna Process leading to the development of coherent and cohesive European Higher Education Area (EHEA). These decisions have also resulted in the onset of joint study programmes designed by the teams of education policy makers and teaching staff representing universities across Europe. Joint study programmes also imply mobility which covers the issues of studying and living in a foreign country.

Are the institutions, both sending and hosting the participants of exchange programmes  ready well enough to run such programmes, are the participants themselves mature enough to accept the challenges they can face in a foreign country(-ies), are they willing to develop tolerance towards otherness and empathy towards others?

In order to examine the dinamics of individuals‘ cross-cultural adjustment to the new environment during the 14-day period of the Intensive Programme MEITT run in Lithuania, Vilnius,  and  trace out possible components of the participants‘ Intercultural Communicative Competence a Case Study was conducted.  
Methodologically, qualitative data were obtained via personal diaries written by the participants of the IP while staying in Lithuania. The findings highlight 15 aspects of everyday life that  reflect the participants‘ attitudes towards otherness during their stay in Lithuania.

Input: 
The participants of the IP were exposed to the lectures on:

· the origin of the Balts;

·  the origin of the Lithuanian language;
· Lithuanian language: Phonetics, Morphology, Syntax;
· Religion and Mythology;
· Elements of folklore as a means to disclose culture;
· Mini lessons on Survival Lithuanian.
The IP participants
· participated in Lithuanian Culture Evening at Kairėnai Botanical Garden. They were demonstrated and taught the old Lithuanian crafts of Easter palm making and Easter egg painting; they were exposed to the Lithuanian folk dances and songs;   

· observed the Ceremony of Hoisting the Flag at the Presidential Palace on 6 July; at 12:00;
· observed the inscenization of Grünwald battle at the Cathedral‘s Square on 6 July the day of the Lithuaniana Statehood ( at 16:00);
· took a tour round Vilnius University on 8 July, at 16:00;
· took a trip round Vilnius on  8 July, at 17:30;
· visited an Open Air Museum in Rumšiškės and Klaipėda on 10 July;

· visited the Curonian Spit (the Hill of Witches, nesting site of cormorants, Parnidis dune, Nida) on 11 July;

· attended a lecture on M.K.Čiurlionis‘ life and creativity at Čiurlionis House in Vilnius on 12 July, at 16:00;

· visited Trakai on 13 July, at 16:00.   
Further to it, they were expected to find out individually about 12 key objects that comprise the historical pathway of the Lithuanian Statehood (according to the broshurer prepared by Vilnius City Tourist Information Centre).    

	
	Participants
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 AUSTRIA


	STUDENTS OF PEDAGOGICAL INSTITUTE OF TIROL, INNSBRUCK
Karl (41 years old, a BA student of Vocational education)

Claudia (39 years old, a BA student of Vocational education)
Geraldine (30 years old, a BA student of Primary school teacher training education)


	
	

	

 CYPRUS


	STUDENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CYPRUS, NICOSIA
Ioanna  (F, 24 years old, a MA student of Mathematics Education)

Androulla (F, 24 years old, a MA student of Mathematics Education)
Chryso  (F, 24 years old, a MA student of Mathematics Education)
Charalampos (M, 26 years old, a MA student of Mathematics Education)



	
	

	

 DENMARK


	STUDENTS OF AARHUS UNIVERSITY, COPENHAGEN
Tina  (F, 30 years old, a MA student of Mathematics Education)

Soeren  (M, 39 years old, a MA student of Educational Anthropology)

Elisabeth (F, 25 years old , a MA student of Mathematics Education)

Kristiane  (F, 27 years old, a MA student of Educational Anthropology) 

Tanja  (F, 34 years old, a MA student of Educational Anthropology)

Morten (M, 25 years old, a MA student of Mathematics Education)


	
	

	

 FRANCE


	STUDENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NANTES
Sabrina  (F, 31 years old, a 1st year student of Education sciences)  

Matthieu (M, 36 years old, a MA student of Mathematics)  
Nicolas (M, 22 years old, a 5th year student of Education sciences) 

Prosper  (M, 24 years old,  Ruandese studying Biochemistry at Nantes University)


	
	

	

 HUNGARY

	STUDENTS OF EÖTVÖS LORÁND UNIVERSITY, BUDAPEST
Attila  (22 years old, 5th year student of Mathematics and Informatics)
Edit (22 years old,  4th year student of Mathematics and Hungarian Literature)

Elza (22 years old, 1st year student of English & Multicultural Studies)
Tamás  (22 years old, 4th year student of Hungarian and German Studies)

Viktória (23 years old, 4th year student of Maths and Computer Science)

Eszter  (22 years old, 4th year student of Maths and Computer Science)
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ITALY

	STUDENTS OF CÁ FOSCARI UNIVERSITY, VENICE
Ivan  (M, 32 years old, PhD student of Human Sciences)
Lucia (F, 55 years old, PhD student of Human Sciences)

Francesco (M, 30 years old, PhD student of Human Sciences)

Daniele (M, 37 years old, PhD student of Human Sciences)

Paolo  (M, 33 years old, PhD student of Human Sciences)


	
	

	

 POLAND
	STUDENTS OF JAGIELLONIAN UNIVERSITY, KRAKOW
Natalia (23 years old, a MA student of English Philology)   
Izabela (22 years old, a MA student of English Philology)

Agnieszka  (23 yeas old, a MA student of English Philology) 
Dorota (24 years old, a MA student of English Philology)
Sarah (31 years old, Canadian, doing MA in English Philology at Jagiellonian University) 


	
	


	
	Lithuanian People


	

 AUSTRIA


	Very friendly, helpful and obliging. Too polite to very demanding people. Hospitable.
We went to M.K.Čiurlionis house-museum and here we met the Director of the museum who was such a  dedicated fan of M.K.Čiurlionis paintings and music pieces.
Lithuanian students are so kind to us. We have been wondering whether the Austrian students would be as kind as the Lithuanians are to foreigners?  

“I saw a lady selling flowers. I gave her 3 Litas and she began to cry. I felt sad and happy at the same time that I was able to help that  woman.” 


	
	

	

 CYPRUS


	Very friendly, helpful, fair and supportive. Polite and sociable, they know how to have fun. Proud of their history and willing that the others would know their history.
Cypriots are also vey kind and hospitable.

One responded found our people impolite, or not as polite as Cypriots are.
 

	
	

	

 DENMARK

	Lithuanians are nice and friendly, happy and smiling. Compared to the Danish people, the Lithuanian people happen to be less direct in communication with others and it also seems that they try to avoid confrontation and discussions where people might disagree. They are too protective but nice. Your people are not very good at dealing with constructive criticism.

“I spent a day watching people. Everything seemed nice and calm.” But Danes smile more often.

The teachers do not have much respect to the students, in my country professors try to listen what their students tell them. 

Your people are not keen to follow the traffic rules while crossing the streets. They do not care if the red traffic light is on, even the drivers do not care this. In my country some pedestrians cross the street when the red light is on, but the drivers never do such a thing. 


	
	

	

 FRANCE

	Since the IP was held in summer time, the participants did not have a chance to see the majority of the students studying at Vilnius University. From the French team’s point of view the Opening meeting was very official, they also have this kind of events but only at work, not at school. People like planning, organizing and explaining everything.

To the French students’ minds Lithuanian people are friendly,  quite welcoming and very very polite, incredibly polite (doctors in Klaipeda hospital) . Younger generation are very open-minded. In France they are not so welcoming.

“Since our task was to find out something about 14 monuments in Vilnius and who they were dedicated to we went to V.Kudirka statue and learnt about him as a poet and the author of the Lithuanian anthem. The amazing thing was that people knew the story how the statue was built: they did not like the fact that it was made abroad  or some material was taken from abroad and indicated that there was a spelling mistake carved  on the monument. The second respondent compared the character of the statue to the “Stalinist” type, because of a thin body and big head on it. 


	
	

	

 HUNGARY

	Friendly, make easy connections, smiling and some of them happened to be shy; there are many old(er) people on the streets. In general, people are happy, helpful and kind, the same as in my country – they are warm-hearted. It has been noticed that people are religious. It also  has to be added that your people are very brave – they do everything to preserve their national identity; your people are open to the world and very proud of their culture.     

Even when the financial situation of the country is difficult people are able to smile.


	
	

	ITALY

	Lithuanian people are really good looking; meet their stereotype. They are polite, nice, hospitable and wealthy; the girls are beautiful. They are good dancers too. 

But we met some “cold” or reserved people.  Sometimes your people don’t make use of umbrellas when it rains, our people always use umbrellas when it is rainy.

Your people are very nice: on the bus a girl came up to us to offer her help. We did not invite her; she did it voluntarily. The other one helped us on the street. In Italy people do not  offer their help if they are not asked.

At weekends we found your people quiet and relaxed, enjoying their lives. In Venice it is the same, but in the North-East of Italy it is not the same.

We find your people very confidential, while in Italy people are very talkative.


	
	

	

 POLAND
	Hospitable, sociable, tolerant, helpful and polite. Actually, they are great, maybe not as open as Poles. But Poles try to be as hospitable as possible.



	
	


	
	Relationship among People


	

 AUSTRIA

	Lithuanians are very tolerant of the people from minorities living in Lithuania (Karaite case in Trakai). Speaking about the relationship among society members, hierarchy is evident, e.g. between  teachers and students. In Austria it is not so strong; the position of a person is more important in the countryside areas.  


	
	

	

 CYPRUS

	The people we communicated mainly were the MEITT students, the relationship with whom were really strong. 



	
	

	

 DENMARK

	It seems that people are supportive to each other and have a strong sense of family. In general there is a strong sense of respect for authorities.

People trust each other. “I was sitting on the river and a four-year old boy came up to me. We did not speak the same language but we communicated for half an hour. His parents were sitting not far away and they thought that we were talking together. The same could happen in Denmark.



	
	

	

 FRANCE

	You can feel good atmosphere, sometimes funny. Fine atmosphere on the beach. The relations are good.



	
	

	

 HUNGARY


	People open up in the run of time, they are used to live together with Jews, Polish, Russian. The participation of the President in the Ceremonies on the Day of Statehood (6 July) demonstrates great respect to common people.


	
	

	
ITALY 

	Lithuanians seem to be a matriarchal people. Women take the power. In Italy is the opposite.

We noticed that your women suffer from the sense of inferiority. Your men make them suffer a lot.

We would like to stress good atmosphere on the buses and trolley-buses.
„I ran away from X lesson. I needed to be alone with my music. I needed to understand and learn about Vilnius more. And the city impressed me a lot: Vilnius is a very quiet, pieceful city: people sitting on the banks of the river and enjoying the sun. Some play volley-ball, some – foot-ball. I felt myself if I were in Venice (the city with highest qality of life). Nobody bothers you, even the beggars. I was impressed and happy. But it seemed to me that your people were afraid of revealing the secrets of their worlds.“     



	
	

	

 POLAND
	People are gaining European identity! They are relaxed and easygoing. But taxi drivers can cheat you easily because you’re a foreigner. 



	
	


	
	Preserved customs and traditions


	

 AUSTRIA

	Lithuanians have preserved their myths and legends, we, Austrians, also have many legends and tales. We went to Rumšiškės where the ethnic regions of Lithuania are preserved.


	
	

	

 CYPRUS

	We find Lithuanian traditions and customs (e.g. painting eggs) very interesting. The country is really full of traditions, rich culture and has  many things to show. 

Cypriots also keep preserving their customs and traditions. 

Open air museum in Rumšiškės is completely new and different from the museums in our culture, a well-preserved place, worth seeing.



	
	

	

 DENMARK

	“At the Botanical Garden of Vilnius University I saw parts of the Lithuanian traditions (egg painting, Easter palm making, dancing and singing) but I do not really know whether e.g. the traditional dances are part of young people’s everyday lives or whether the dances are mostly used to show tourists.

You are very religious. We are not in DK.

“Boring. I had to spend the whole day on a bus just to see basically the same as we have in Denmark.”(after the trip to Rumšiškės and Klaipėda)
“I saw a Russian man bleeding on the street. He was asking for help (money). I asked people passing buy to help him but all of them advised me not to pay attention. People wanted to help me but not the poor bleeding Russian. The moral of your people is very poor. I think, in DK people would help a sick man. They would at least call an ambulance for him.” 



	
	

	

 FRANCE

	Lithuanian dances are very beautiful. Open air museum in Rumšiškės let us discover the past of Lithuania. It reminded us of some places in France. But there is a great difference in life style between country and city people in France. People who live in the city might not know that milk comes from cows! 
 Lithuania is full of legends and it appeared that people have preserved some pagan traditions!
But you are very conservative! And the influence of religion is very big on you! 
We observed youngsters launching lanterns into the sky. At night those lanterns looked like UFOs in the sky!



	
	

	

 HUNGARY

	It is great that people care about the preservation of their language, folk songs and dances, national foods and commemoration of historic events. It appears that our nations celebrate Christmas in the similar way: we have found out that in both countries it is a family holiday, however, we eat different dishes and drink different drinks.

We’ve been to Rumšiškės - the museum of the living culture and history representing different regions of Lithuania: typical of the region houses, clothing, crafts.

After visiting the Hill of Witches: you still live in old traditions, tales and myths; we have not got so much of them left.

Unfortunately, we have not got so much of Medieval heritage. 

Nice lullabies for children (we heard them in Trakai); Hungarians also have such songs for babies.


	
	

	
ITALY 

	They demonstrated some traditional dances to us during the Lithuanian Culture evening.
Ancient fishermen village was impressive. In general your customs and traditions are Westernized, they are losing their authenticity.

In the Curonian Spit we saw many wooden statues of the pagan gods. We do not have so many gods, we are not pagans.



	
	

	

 POLAND
	Very similar to the Polish. The traditions you demonstrated during the Lithuanian Welcome Party such as palm making, egg painting or welcoming guests with salt and bread are ours. We also dance traditional dances in circles.

Singing national anthem in the square at the President’s Palace on the 6th of July was a nice tradition. But the presence of a military bus in the same square looked a bit shocking.

Rumšiškės is a good example of preserved customs and traditions. We like the fact that your customs and traditions are well-preserved: it is a good way for dissemination of information to the offsprings of the nation. In Poland we also have many ethnographic museums or open-air museums, like that one in Rumšiškės. 

Wooden statues on the Hill of Witches were amazing. We cannot draw a parallel between the presence of good and bad witches in Lithuania and Poland, Polish used to believe in mermaids and nymphs rather than witches. 



	
	


	
	Events favoured by young people


	

 AUSTRIA

	Parties on the beach, parties in general, attending public concerts and going to music festivals – these are the activities favoured by young Lithuanians. They like meeting at the Cathedral Square.


	
	

	

 CYPRUS

	We expected more young people to see on the streets at the weekend, especially on Saturday night. In Cyprus people at the weekends go out and have fun until late!



	
	

	

 DENMARK

	I have absolutely no idea.

To have parties in the city. We also like partying. In DK the same as in Lithuania people like sitting on the beech, having a swim or drinking beer. We do the same in DK. 

Festivals are attended by young Lithuanians. Festivals are preferred by young Danes too.



	
	

	

 FRANCE

	Dancing, eating, drinking, sleeping and laughing, very close to the French people. 

Young Lithuanians do not like the monuments reminding the visitor of Lithuania’s past. Young people like watching and playing basketball and dancing. On weekends people like going to the seaside to enjoy the time. In Vilnius we spent an evening sitting on the grass nearby the White bridge. 

At the monument to King Mindaugas we met a young couple with a baby taking pictures. As they were young it was not important for them to know the name of the King (maybe for the older generation it is). They simply knew that it was the monument to the King of Lithuania. Next week they were going to emigrate to the United Kingdom so it was more important for them to talk to us and share the information.    



	
	

	

 HUNGARY

	Chatting, pub crawling, going in for discos, taking pictures, singing in the streets. In my country young people do not sing in the streets.  Ski-boarding  on the streets is evident; you have a habit of meeting friends at home, we prefer outing. Lithuanians are fans of basketball game. Your people like meeting on the Neris river bank, lie on the grass, enjoy the sunrises and sunsets. (Besides, sunsets are later in Lithuania than in Hungary!) Budapest dwellers usually go to the island. 

In the evenings many people appear hanging around in the streets. In Hungary you can also meet many young people in the streets, but they do not walk slowly, they go somewhere with a definite goal



	
	

	
ITALY 

	They like laughing and dancing a lot. They like partying and going to the concerts. They play beach volley-ball; it was so funny. We did not expect Lithuanians to play volley on the Baltic seaside. Young people like racing cars. And they go out, drink beer and chat. Or spend time in gyms and water-pools. 

We went out for a beer (Goooood!) instead of going to a Cultural Evening. We saw many people drinking beer and enjoying the atmosphere till 2 a.m.  

During our stay in Lithuania everyone was watching Football Finals. The same as in Italy.  

But our youngsters travel more to see the world.



	
	

	

 POLAND
	Evenings and parties and definitely, the beach! They like drinking and dancing. And chat a lot outside the cafes and restaurants. They enjoy spending time on the river Neris bank, sitting on the grass and doing nothing. Lighting up wedding lanterns and make them fly in the sky at night. It looked so magic.

In Poland we are not allowed to drink alcoholic drinks in public while in Vilnius you can see many young people drinking outdoors  

It was a great discovery for us to see padlocks fixed on the bridge handrails to symbolize the union of two hearts! Unfortunately, we do not have such a tradition in Poland. 


	
	


	
	History


	

 AUSTRIA

	The people’s resistance towards the Soviet occupation and pursue for freedom was long-lasting. There are many places in Vilnius to remind visitors about Lithuania’s past: Sąjūdis Headquarters; Seimas Palace. There are some black years in the history of Austria as well (1938-1945). 

Monument to V.Kudirka was very impressive! Vilnius University is so nice, nothing to compare to our university! We have been to the monument of King Mindaugas. Water Castle in Trakai is so amazing!

Impressive shows at the Presidential Palace and on the Cathedral Square on the Statehood of Lithuania day! 



	
	

	

 CYPRUS

	Your history is so rich. And the essential thing is that Lithuanians really care about their past: so well organized the imitation of the Grunwald battle in the Cathedral square. The day of Statehood and honouring it at the Presidential Palace was also very impressive. The fact that there  gathered so many people to celebrate the historic day was very striking.

In Cyprus there also gather many people to celebrate the historic events. But we have never seen the performances imitating battles, like that one of Grunwald, neither the performers wear such fascinated costumes, ride on horses, etc. And we did not have any king, either. 

The tour round Vilnius University, its magnificient library, then a trip to Vilnius city was very impressive! Your “painful” monuments reminding the Soviet occupation could be linked to the pain of ours: the Turkish invasion to the island and its awful consequences: many people killed refugees, etc. 

We have visited the monument to Vincas Kudirka and learned that he was the author of the Lithuanian anthem. We went to Sajūdis headquarters to learn about this movement.
We do not have such an old university with the history behind neither do we have such a rich library.



	
	

	

 DENMARK

	We liked  the fact that the Intensive programme was carried out in the Central building of Vilnius University because the beautiful physical surrounding gave me strong sense of the long history of Lithuania that the university has played a part in.

It was really interesting to be shown the location where the Lithuanian people built barricades around the Parliament in 1991. We would love to learn more about Lithuania during the Soviet times and more about the transition period to independence.  

You are close to your mythology. We also have an old religion – Nordic Mythology. The most interesting part of the excursion to the Curonian Spit was to see the sculptures of wood on the Hill of Witches.

Your history is interesting (what we have learned from the trips and very similar to my country).

“I know that when you come to the country you have to know something about it, but why there are so many lessons about Lithuania?”



	
	

	

 FRANCE

	We discovered Vilnius, visited some monuments, found out about Vilnius University, which is part of Vilnius history. The University of Nantes is too modern there is nothing to see in comparison to the University of yours. But also we have many monuments in the city, as many as there are in Vilnius.

The trip to Trakai Castle was very good – relaxing. In France there are very many castles and they are different from the one we saw in Trakai. 

The 14th of July is the National Day in France. 

Our tour round Vilnius ended at the remains of the barricades nearby the Parliament Palace. We met youngsters there and asked them whether they participated on those awful January days or in the “Baltic chain”. Actually they did participate in the “Baltic chain” in 1988 but at that time they were little kids. They still remember that day with strong emotion.

We also visited “Sajūdis” headquarters, and spoke to some young people. They told us about the Soviet occupation and stressed the fact that they have much more freedom now and food in the shops. They feel being Europeans now free to go wherever they want. French young people are not concerned about their country’s history, maybe, because our history is much older than yours. 



	
	

	

 HUNGARY

	Amazing story of Mindaugas, the 1st   crowned king of Lithuania. This story reminds me of the history of my country. Nice legend about the foundation of Vilnius. The ceremonies meant for the 600th hundred anniversary of the battle of Grünwlald were very impressive (especially street-concerts of military bands, soldiers, salutes). In my country the national holidays are celebrated in a more formal way.

There is much in common with the German culture: starting with the fights with Teutonic Order; German inhabitants in the Curonian Spit. 

Trakai castle and the story of Karaite minority. Beautiful Theatre Hall of Vilnius University: sitting in it you feel as if you were living in Renaissance times. Unfortunately, our university complex is not so beautiful.  Vilnius is full of churches!

Those Russian tanks, they have been to our country as well. The Russian occupation period unites us.
However, we have heard about paganism and there have been mentioned some facts that young people get involved into pagan religion, which we find different from our traditions.


	
	

	
ITALY 

	On the Day of Statehood we watched the military parade in front of the Presidential Palace and the acting out of the most famous Grunwald battle. In Italy we also celebrate the Day of Statehood, and the ceremonies are very similar to yours. But in general, your history is sad and boring. 

Your country is so young. Italy is a much older country.



	
	

	

 POLAND
	Celebrating national holidays is a nice way of commemoration historic events. Lithuania’s history is also Poland’s history. We do not like the fact that while talking about the history of Lithuania the name of Poland is forgotten. To our surprise some media sources indicate that Grünvald battle was won just by Lithuanians or that Polonez is a Lithuanian dance. 

In Vilnius you have so many relicts of socialism, i.e. the Green bridge. We also had many such relicts in Poland like the names of the streets.
While visiting Vilnius University library I saw the book by Nicolaus Copernicus! We liked the fact that Vilnius University was founded by Stephan Batory. 

On Monday we were taken to Čiurlionis house. We learnt that he used to live in Warsaw. Unfortunately, in Poland he is hardly known and this is sad because his music and paintings are amazing!  



	
	


	
	Nature


	

 AUSTRIA

	It’s very impressive while landing: you can see the green landscape surrounding Vilnius. In Austria the landscape is very mountainous, there is no sea. We do not have the seaside, though our lakes and mountains are very beautiful. The Baltic sea and its dunes are so impressive. Curonian Spit makes you feel like you were at the crossroads of northern Africa, southern Europe and Scandinavia. The Hill of Witches was an example of a beautiful natural corner hiding the secrets of mythology. The most impressive place was the nesting site of cormorants, the dead trees of that area.  The landscape, Trakai castle attracted our attention. There are many beautiful castles in Austria. 

The weather is so amazing: there is so much rain.



	
	

	

 CYPRUS

	Beautiful country with amazingly fantastic views, many rivers, lakes, forests, green landscapes; it is so incredible! We do not have such green landscapes, lakes and forests, neither the rivers to walk along.

The weather in Cyprus is more stable. Here, in Lithuania is unpredictable. It can start raining at any time! Thunderstorms are impossible, they start so suddenly! In our country in summer it never rains!!!

Green, green, green. Really beautiful and relaxing! In our country it is not as beautiful as here!

Though our beaches are much better organized with umbrellas and sun-beds for tourists. Our sea water is clear and warm!



	
	

	

 DENMARK

	Lovely, not too much garbage. Vilnius is so green and very clean. I am sad to say that Copenhagen is far more dirty.

But there is a lot of rain and thunder. The trip to the Baltic Sea showed Lithuania’s beautiful forest areas and wonderful beaches. Denmark also has some spots of green nature. 

The water of the sea was salty and not very clean because of greenery in it.  We also go in for swimming to the ocean, its water is also salty but clean. 

The lakes around Trakai are so nice. In DK we have some lakes, we can swim in some of them.



	
	

	

 FRANCE

	At the Welcoming Party in Botanical Gardens of Vilnius University there were plenty of mosquitoes and little frogs. The frogs in France are giants in comparison to yours.  

Your mosquito bites are awful!

Your country is very green, there are not so many forests in France,  there are not so many lakes, either. You are very rich: you have many parks and forests, your country is green. The sun rises in your country so early, much earlier than in France! 

In Rumšiškės we saw wild strawberries and grass snakes (11 of them)! 

The Baltic sea was very calm, it is not like the Atlantic ocean, and there are no tides.



	
	

	

 HUNGARY

	Beautiful landscape, many lakes and rivers, the Castle of Trakai, Parnidis dune (in the Curonian Spit), forests full of mushrooms and berries. Forests are typical of our landscape, however, there are more hills in Lithuania and you have the seaside, a beautiful seaside. We have not got a sea. Vilnius is very green, we do not have so many nice squares in our capital. 



	
	

	
ITALY 

	There are a lot of green spots.

The water in the sea did not look like above 20º. The Baltic seaside is wonderful. The landscape is nice, pristine and very green. In Italy we have less green areas. 

I saw many bees here. In Italy the number  of bees has declined due to pollution. The landscape of a desert and sea was very impressive. We do not have sand dunes in Italy.   



	
	

	


 POLAND
	Breathtaking! We find the nature of your country wilder and more intense. It could be so because of the rain. Well, it rains too much. Poland has got much drier climate.

In Poland we have a very similar coastline and seaside. We also have forests and dunes so we felt like we’re at home.

We do not have as many lakes as you do.

	
	


	
	Values


	

 AUSTRIA

	Love of freedom, availability of studies at tertiary institutions (even in Klaipėda), pride of being a Lithuanian (in Austria it differs from region to region). Religion, family, friendship, job, love to nature and music. In Austria we also love good music too, e.g. Mozart.  



	
	

	


 CYPRUS

	Care of the past

	
	

	

 DENMARK

	“I do not know any Lithuanian values.”

Proud of being Lithuanians. The same with us (Denmark). The Memory of national holidays. Love to the country. I guess we (Danish) are the same. Religion (your people are very religious). Danes do not attend churches much. 

Today I went to the Art museum. You have really good painters. I prefer the Impressionism.  Taking care of the nature.



	
	

	

 FRANCE

	Respect to foreigners, good sense of humour, the importance of tradition (it is the same in the Catholic families in France, but not for the majority of the population). 



	
	

	

 HUNGARY

	Being in Vilnius makes you feel your own identity. 

To have such a library  as Vilnius University library is a great value. Natural environment is great and people care about it.

Christianity vs some rudiments of paganism demonstrate pluralism in religion; preservation of the national identity and at the same time being able to understand other cultures.
Preservation of very rich regional culture. Lithuanians are proud of their culture and also open to Europe, i.e. open to accept new values.  

Honesty, dignity, happiness, pursuit of living in peace.


	
	

	
ITALY 

	Your country people count more for National Identity. Family is very important for Lithuanians. The same value is very important for the Italian people.  The importance of a marital status. The importance of family members being together. In Italy we seldom stay together with our relatives. 

Hospitality. Very proud of the country and the regained independence. The importance of History.

People speak more than  two languages. In Italy very few people speak a second language.



	
	

	

 POLAND
	Similar to ours. Hospitality is very important. Family and marriage is also of great significance. Proud of their history and culture, the same as Poles do.



	
	


	
	Lithuanian language

	

 AUSTRIA

	Exciting, melodious though difficult to pronounce and to learn. It has lots of cases. “For me Lithuanian language is like Chinese”. Austrian German is also difficult.



	
	

	

 CYPRUS

	Pretty hard to understand. But a very beautiful language. We have learnt so many words! Greek language is also very difficult for foreigners. Lithuanian language has a lot in common with the Greek language (especially grammar!)



	
	

	

 DENMARK

	So many cases; there are no cases in the Danish Language. Difficult and very different form all the languages that I know.

There are many difficult words in your language. We expected to hear some bad words. Nobody taught us bad words. In DK we have some bad words.



	
	

	

 FRANCE


	It is very hard to understand. Maybe it is possible to understand it in due time. Very surprising at the beginning. “For me it was interesting to learn”.


	
	

	

 HUNGARY

	I found it very interesting and different from my own language because of different dialects, pronunciation. There are genders in your language and so many cases; in Hungarian we have not got genders. In general, it is a very difficult language with a complicated grammar system, maybe  we will manage to learn it later . 



	
	

	
ITALY 

	Precious, has a vey nice sound.

You can pronounce the words in the way they are written. But you have many cases.


	
	

	

 POLAND
	Very hard to understand and difficult to learn (because of so many inflections). Some words are difficult to pronounce because of softening the endings (we are not used to such a way of pronunciation) Sometimes the sound of the language becomes similar to Russian. The language is probably the only difference that particularly distinguishes Lithuania from Poland. 



	
	


	
	Knowledge of foreign languages

	

 AUSTRIA

	You speak English very well, especially in Vilnius, in the centre of Vilnius. All the students speak perfect English! In Rumšiškės we met a woman who spoke perfect German.


	
	

	

 CYPRUS

	Not all the people speak English, especially in tourist areas. And some of them are so rude to tourists! 

Neither in Klaipėda nor in Nida many people speak English. And it is very difficult for those tourists who do not speak Lithuanian. 

In contrast, everywhere in Cyprus people speak English good enough to communicate and serve people. Cypriots care much more about tourism, and they try to keep it well.



	
	

	

 DENMARK

	Most young people speak English. Many people have assumed that I was German and, therefore, addressed me in German.

The students from Vilnius speak good English, but other people in the city do not know foreign languages, the situation is even worse than in Denmark. Most people on the streets can hardly say a word in a foreign language. In our country, even old people can speak English.   



	
	

	

 FRANCE


	You can hear more than one language spoken in the street. In France only French is spoken. Your guides speak English too fast.


	
	

	

 HUNGARY

	Many young people speak English well. In Vilnius people in the Post Office and shops speak English well too, in Budapest not so many people working in the sphere of service speak good English. But while asking people on the street, not many of them know English. 



	
	

	
ITALY 

	Lithuanian students speak average English. They all speak Polish, because they were part of the same Kingdom.

In the Students’ Canteen of Vilnius University the people who serve do not speak English. Nobody speaks Italian. The same in Italy, nearly nobody speaks a foreign language. 

Your people speak very good  English. The way they pronounce is very nice. Very good accent.

Many people speak fluent English in Vilnius. And the accent of their English is very good. In Italy just a few people speak a foreign language.

In Vilnius very few Jewish speak Hebrew.



	
	

	

 POLAND
	For us it is good: all people in Vilnius understand Polish! As concerns the knowledge of English, some service people in restaurants do not speak English well. The same remark goes to the people in Klaipeda, there weren’t many people who spoke English. In Poland in the places which attract many tourists people speak good English. Besides, many Lithuanians speak Russian.  



	
	


	
	Attitudes towards foreigners

	

 AUSTRIA

	Open-minded, in Austria we are open-minded too, but the level of open-mindedness depends more on the region. And you are very positive towards foreigners. 
You are interested in our culture! The Austrian people’s level of tolerance towards foreigners depends on the name of the country  they come from. And Austrians are more distant from foreigners. 

Once we took a taxi and the taxi driver cheated us, he robbed us, such an incident with the taxi driver would not be possible in Austria.


	
	

	

 CYPRUS

	Sometimes people in the stores/cafes/ shops are rude and offending to you sometimes they are very kind.



	
	

	

 DENMARK

	Lithuanian people seem nice. Our Lithuanian hosts/guides were caring and open. Sometimes they were acting too much of babysitting which left us without any freedom.

It seemed that the people responsible for service were embarrassed to show that they did not speak English: some waiters said “yes” even though they did not understand the order, it resulted in misunderstandings and wrong food orders.

 The taxi driver made his meter faster. Instead of usual 10 Litas he charged 30 Litas. We made him stop the car and walked the rest of the way. It does not occur to the DK taxi drivers to cheat passengers in such a way. And we have fixed prices in DK for everything.



	
	

	

 FRANCE

	Your people are much friendlier to foreigners than the French people are: we keep distance from them. We also find that your people are very curious about foreigners. We would say that in Vilnius there are as many foreigners as in Nantes.

Lithuanians try to show the foreigners that everything goes well even if there are some evident problems. 

“Once I’ve been stopped by a weird Lithuanian guy on the street. He wanted to show to me where “Klubas” was located. I pretended to be Italian, and he started speaking Italian too!” 



	
	

	

 HUNGARY

	Some Lithuanians are very positive and friendly, some are reserved and shy. While staying in Vilnius I feel myself more comfortable than before I was given a scholarship. Your people are friendlier to foreigners than we, Hungarians, are.  You smile at foreigners and help them. Especially you‘re happy when foreigners say something in Lithuanian. Further to it, you are interested in who we are, ask about our culture and traditions. We, Hungarians, try to be friendly to foreigners too, we understand that tourism is important, but we aren‘t as polite to foreigners as Lithuanians are. 

The negative aspect that could be mentioned is taxi drivers and the way they cheat foreign passengers.



	
	

	
ITALY 

	The waiters are incompetent.     

Lithuanian people know very little about foreign culture. In Italy, also, we pay little attention and are not willing to learn anything about foreigners and their cultures.

„When I look at people they look at me if I did something wrong. In my country people are indifferent to me or look at me with curiosity“.  

„At the entrance to Trakai Castle a cashier woman lost control saying that I cannot be a student. I showed her the library card of my University. Students can be of different ages. The cahiers have to do their jobs. In Italy cashiers never lose control.“

 „We helped one man to find a sandal lost on the river bank. He started talking to us in Lithuanian. No matter that we could understand a word. And finally, we heard the word „Merci“.  

Great respect to foreigners by the salespeople. Unfortunately, in Italy some retailers are very rude to their customers.



	
	

	

 POLAND
	People are positive in general, very hospitable and friendly. Though sometimes waiters and waitresses appear to be mean. It is a pity that the service staff of the restaurants do not respect guests. Service in  restaurants and shops seems to be similar to that of Poland, as it can sometimes be extremely slow and difficult. Lithuanian drivers are very friendly, and they stop their vehicles much more often before the pedestrian crossings that the Polish drivers do.



	
	


	
	Lithuanian food


	

 AUSTRIA


	Excellent, many potato dishes, e.g. „cabbage zeppelins“ – they do not exist in Austria! Seafood was delicious, you will have a very rare chance to taste seafood in Austria. Cold beetroot soup tasted excellent, we do not have cold soups in Austria. In general, food is tasty but fat. Austrian national dishes are also fat.  

Once we had lunch at the University‘s canteen: it tasted well and was rather  cheap.



	
	

	


 CYPRUS


	Tasty, really delicious. We tasted national food and it was delicious. You have many potato dishes on the menu. You also have tasty fresh fish. Prices of the dishes are really low-cheap.

Although the drinking water has no gas, no flavours, no „fruit“ in it. Just still water! (We‘ve been served water with cucumber taste!!!) Actually, the taste of our food is completely different.



	
	

	

 DENMARK


	Interesting and good. But very different from my country. The food is fat, there is not much salad to the main course. In Denmark we eat low-cal food and add salad to every dish.  Very fat – I‘m not used to fried food all the time. You eat lots of meat and potatoes, where are the vegetables?

Everyday we eat in restaurants and it takes a lot of time. You can also offer us fast-food and McDonals.

„Today I‘ve tasted cold pink soup. Tasty. Have never tried it before.“  Your bread is tasty, but I did not like that „black herb“ in it. 

Your food is expensive in ratio to the quality and quantity. 

A kind of weird. „I had a very nice and cheap meal. And I really like your dark beer. In Denmark food can be very nice too but it is far more expensive.“



	
	

	

 FRANCE


	Very heavy at first sight; there is a greater variety of dishes in France. Too much of potato dishes. Potatoes again. And once again potatoes. Always the same! It is disappointing!

In  the restaurants of France meals are much more expensive than the dishes in the Lithuanian restaurants. 

Niam, niam, niam! Black bread! We do not have such in France.



	
	

	

 HUNGARY


	It was really good! I liked it! Especially stuffed cabbage. You have good beer, fish and different types of potato. Potato dishes are also popular in Hungary!  The dishes of ours and yours are fatty. In general the Lithuanian meals are different from ours: we use many spices, completely different from the ones in Lithuania. But we have found some similiarities as well.  During the lunch times we usually ate in the Students‘s Canteen at the Faculty of History. The food there was great, delicious and cheap. But in Hungary we do not eat so many salads as you do!     



	
	

	
ITALY 

	On the day of arrival we succeeded in finding very good espresso coffee. 

Your cuisine serves many typical foods as served everywhere in the world; very strange drinks. We went to the Italian restaurant which was under the influence of the Lithuanian context. The beer is very light and you can drink it easily. The menus are of European type. In Italy you can find all types of food prepared.

Today I have ordered a pink soup, it was edible. But the soup was cold. We do not have cold soups in Italy. And you eat this kind of soup even in the morning. 

Typical Lithuanian food is strange but good. Many of potato dishes and salads. In Italy we eat a lot of pasta.  

The tomato souse should not be sweet: the one we had in Lithuania smells and tastes awful, although the coloour is the same.

You add much of garlic and onion to the dishes and serve them with many souses, whereas in Italy we use less souse.  

Lithuanians drink a lot of beer, while Italians prefer drinking wine.

Finally we found the real Italian coffee (original)! The restaurant „Il Fiorentino“ is very nice. Both Lithuanians and Italians clean their hands when they prepare their food.



	
	

	


 POLAND
	Delicious and heavy!. We also make „balandėliai“, but the ones we tasted in Lithuania missed some ingredients: e.g. rice in the minced meat  for stuffing. We also have „cepelinai“ though they are not as popular as here.  Cuisine is almost identical to that of Poland



	
	


	
	Body language


	

 AUSTRIA

	We have not noticed any differences.

	
	

	


 CYPRUS

	Helped us a lot in general when you do not know the local language. 



	
	

	

 DENMARK

	Nothing specific nor different



	
	

	

 FRANCE

	The same as ours in France. But not developed... They are not shy, though keep distance from you. And it is not usual to touch people of the other gender. 


	
	

	

 HUNGARY

	In communication Lithuanian people are indirect and many of them shy. But they smile!  In Budapest people do not smile so much.



	
	

	
ITALY 

	Lithuanian people move smoothly, they do not make unnecessary movements. They do not like exchanging glances.

We saw your young people hug and kiss each other on both cheeks. In Italy we do not have such a habit. Neither do we smile or say „Hello!“

Some people look like statues made of salt. It Italy the body language of people is completely different – we communicate with the whole body.



	
	

	


 POLAND
	There is no difference from ours, though sometimes people come so close to you while talking: it makes you feel awkward. At ours we need bigger personal space. 



	
	


	
	The conception of time

	

 AUSTRIA


	Unfortunately, the indicated times on the schedule did not exist for the representatives of some nationalities.

With reference to the service in restaurants in Lithuania: waiters and waitresses do not respect their clients – to wait in a restaurant to be served longer than 45 minutes is a very unusual thing! 



	
	

	


 CYPRUS


	In my country it gets dark earlier (about 7:30 – 8:00)

It is everything planned here. No free time. In Cyprus we are not so strict with time. There is no time left for enjoying the time! It is everything planned, organised and you have always to be on time.



	
	

	

 DENMARK


	You have always to be on time. 

FREE TIME 

„It has seemed that my idea of free time is different from the Lithuanian idea of free time. My idea of free time is when I have a choice – when I can choose to wash my clothes, sleep, write personal e-mails or just be on my own. From 6 p.mp when I returned to the hostel from classes until 7.30 when I had to leave for dinner was the only time each day I had to spend on my own. But during this time I also had to do group work for the presentations. The washing machine took 1 hour and a half which meant that I had only time to wash by hand. In reality I had half an hour to relax which is too little, because it is very tiring being with, working with and listening to new people from 8.30 a.m. till 11 p.m.

I am a person, not a machine – I needed to renew my energy but there was no time.“ 

„The organisers did not leave much time  in the programme for sleep and leisure time. They are unaware of the basic human needs.“
Other students are late for the lessons and they continue talking when they are in the classroom. In Denmark most people keep track on time. And the teachers do not care if we are late. In Denmark we are more punctual.

Your trafic does not follow the time-tables. I had to wait for a bus 1 hour. 

It also takes a long time to order the meals.


	
	

	

 FRANCE


	People are very punctual in Lithuania.

We have to be always in a hurry. And you have to be always on time. It is a little bit stressful.   All the days are so planned that we are always short of time for ourselves. Days are so short.

The sun rises in your country so early, much earlier than in France! 



	
	

	

 HUNGARY


	People try to be compact; they organise their time. People are punctual; in our country people are always a little late.

The representatives of other nationalities complained, that 1,5 hr is not enough for having lunch. It is really enough for having lunch! 



	
	

	
ITALY 

	You should study a little of Latin culture „carpe diem“ („seize the day, trusting as little as possible in the future?“) 

Here in Vilnius we have very little free time. For us, Italians, leisure is important, sleep is important, otherwise we cannot be productive. Unfortunately, this awful „planning“ is coming to Italy and nobody says anything.

Lithuanians have lost the concept of time: you should remember that there exists 24 hours per day, not 30! 

The delay or being late is not admitted in your country.

In Italy we let the time take its run. 

To arrive in time is very important for you. Italian people are often late. Strong sense of commitment and strict observance of the agenda, no space for improvisation.  



	
	

	


 POLAND
	Pollish and Lithuanian understanding of time is the same, the only difference is that Warsaw time is one hour behind.


	
	


	
	The feeling of security


	

 AUSTRIA


	No fear, feeling secure, the same like in Austria. However, walking to the Republic of Užupis made us become more attentive and observing. It is the same on the outskirts of Austria. 



	
	

	


 CYPRUS


	We have never thought of such a feeling. But in the Klaipėda hostel it was really scary.

„I was feeling scared by being surrounded by so many people in the crowds“ (Grundwald battle performance, festivities at the Presidential Palace). 



	
	

	

 DENMARK


	I felt secure during my whole stay. It seemed that Lithuania was a safe country.

It seems safe but I do not walk alone at night, we walk in groups. 

In Klaipeda, in the area where our hostel was located I wouldn‘t walk at night. There are probably such places in DK, but I feel mostly safe.



	
	

	

 FRANCE


	Not safe in the suburbs of Vilnius, the Station area; you also have to be careful in the Station areas in France. But in general we did not have any problems. I definitely feel more secure in Vilnius than in Paris.



	
	

	

 HUNGARY


	People are helpful, but not always trustful. We are feeling very secure. In Budapest you will not find so many policemen in the streets. 

While living on the outskirts of Klaipeda, we did not feel quite secure, but it would be the same if I lived on the outskirts of Budapest. But in Vilnius we walked at night and felt ourselves very secure.



	
	

	
ITALY 

	We are alone but we feel safe. We saw some beggars and mad people on the streets, but they are not dangerous at all. Some taxi drivers happen to be drunk, which brought some uncertainty to us.

No problem with security, although your street illumination is very poor. In Italy, also, public illumination outside the city centre is very insufficient but we do not have completely dark areas in the city.   

Both in Lithuania and Italy it looks like safe but we know that it is not safe. „A man stopped me on the street to advice replacing my wallet into the farehead pocket. In Italy there is some pickpocketting too.“  

In Užupis Republic we were told that two people had been killed recently. In Italy there are also dangerous districts.

I feel safe while walking on the streets of Vilnius, in Italy I have a lower sense of security.



	
	

	

 POLAND
	At the beginning we did not know Vilnius very well. It made us a bit shy . Within four days we‘ve got familiar to the city and now we are feeling much more confident. I feel safe in Lithuania, however, I did not see any policeman in the streets in the evenings. 



	
	


	
	The thing that attracted my attention


	

 AUSTRIA

	Visiting M.K.ČIURLIONIS house-museum and attending the lecture by the director of the museum was worth doing!  
VILNIUS centre is so clean!



	
	

	


 CYPRUS


	We do not have to cover on foot such long distances (e.g. from the shopping centre „Europa“ to the Central building of Vilnius University) Usually we use a car to get to the place.
The fact that you have to queue for a long time in order to get to the toilet. In Cyprus there are at least two separate toilets for each gender in every public place. You  do not have make use of one and the same toilet. 

Taxis are so cheap here in Vilnius!
“We did not like M.K.ČIURLIONIS and the lecture on his paintings and music. Waste of time!” 
ARCHITECTURE: we find the architecture of your buildings very strange.  We do not have such a huge church like the Cathedral in Vilnius. Christian Orthodox churches. So different from the Catholic ones. It is very difficult to accept them. Maybe, because we’re Roman Christians and Christianity was introduced to Cyprus much earlier than in your country. 

Presidential Palace is bigger and more beautiful than that one of ours 

The monument at the Seimas Palace is very unique: it reminds the Lithuanians’ battle for their independence against the Soviets.

Well-preserved Trakai Castle, however, one can see that it has little authenticity because of renovation. In Cyprus there also are some castles (in coastal areas) but they are not so panoramic. 



	
	

	

 DENMARK


	At the Lithuanian Culture Evening you demonstrated us your folkdances. In Denmark we do not use them. The greatest differences have been noticed in: dancing, music and clothes your people wear.  
How the buses work and you have to do with the ticket – in Denmark we also buy tickets but we do not have to stamp the same way.
TOILETS: „I find the toilets very disgusting. I understand that we cannot flush the paper but why do people put the used toilet paper in a bucket without a lid? It smells really bad. And the same is everywhere: at the hostel, university and in restaurants. In Denmark we flush the paper.“ 

ČIURLIONIS HOUSE – MUSEUM: „More or less wash of time. The visit to the museum was a joke. One hour we were listening to the tellings about a man and we never were shown his real paintings. Do you really think that a paper copy of an oil-painting and the real oil-painting are the same? We (Danes) think that there is a great difference between those two types of paintings.“


	
	

	

 FRANCE


	VILNIUS streets are so empty. Is it because of the holiday time?
The small size of the frogs.   
The impressive view of Vilnius from the University Observatory. The library of Vilnius University contains the 1st book of human anatomy.
From the geological point of view: several kinds of soil in one and the same place – amazing! 
Impressive match of statues and mythology (on the Hill of Witches).
Visit to M.K. ČIURLIONIS House was very interesting.
The diversity of VILNIUS: shining Ave.of Constitution and the shabby houses behind the skyscrapers.

„I liked doing shopping in Vilnius!“
CULTURE SHOCK: „In Lithuania I often have to get out of the toilet as soon as I enter it. It is because of  the light switch placed on the wall outside the toilet room. In my country all the light switches are inside the room and this makes you feel secure. This little difference could be left with no mentioning it at all, but this fact also shows how strongly our habits are developed.“ 

PRESIDENT: „I listened to the President‘s speech on the Day of Statehood. We also have a president, but your prsident is a woman!“

You have an army marching on  the Day of Statehood, but your army is so small. On such festive days we use cannons.



	
	

	

 HUNGARY


	The feeling of living in the city of VILNIUS! The beauty of Vilnius  But there are so few people on the streets, the city seems to be barely empty. Budapest is not as clean as Vilnius, though much busier and there are  huge buildings in the Old Town. We found traffic lights very strange in your city: they happen to be different at nearly every cross-road.
There are also many street musicians in Budapest, but they are not children. In contrast to your country where little children are allowed to play in the streets.
Vilnius has got narrow streets of the Old Town, huge parks, many buildings of different architectural styles in the same place; in Budapest buildings are of less eclectic architecture. 
The mosquitoes were awful  in the Batanical Garden of the University. 
Vilnius trolley + buses are very similar to BKV in our country. But your streets are much cleaner!

We have not noticed homeless people and it is great! In Budapest there are many of them.  
TOILETS: „The unusual gender signs for the toilets ▲▼. It was strange and took some time to get used to these symbols. Sometimes people knock on the door to find out whether the toilet is vacant. We never do such a thing“.
Wooden statues on the Hill of Witches were so attractive! And the seaside was so nice! We would like to have the same seaside.
„Stebuklas“ you can make your wish come true, when you step on the magic stone in Cathedral Square. 



	
	

	ITALY

	VILNIUS looks like a ghost city. It is a very empty city. Our cities are much more crowded. 

Your streets are so empty: there are just few people and cars on the streets. Italy is a chaotic country with so many cars on the streets.
The PRESIDENT is a woman.The employment rate of women must be much higher in Lithuania than in Italy.  
Thank you for providing us with an opportunity to listen to the magic music by M.K.ČIURLIONIS.
„A guy stopped me on the street and asked me if I wanted smb. to fuck for 200 Euros. In the cities of Italy there are many prostitutes in peripheral streets, unfortunately, I did not see any in Vilnius“.  
The participation in the Italian Culture Evenging made me remember my childhood: I practiced playing the flute after a long time of silence.  
Such a small country but we saw so many wedding ceremonies. The couples wear unusual wedding costumes: the girls‘ dresses  are e.g. of  turqoise colour and the boy matches the same turqoise tie.
The kindness of Lithuanian people attracted our attention. 

It is good that you offer an option to buy a ticket on the bus, in Italy we have to buy a ticket before taking a bus.
ARCHITECTURE: “As concerns the architecture in Vilnius, mostly neoclassical style prevails. In our country you can see all types of architecture”. “You are starting to introduce much of contemporary architecture which is of steel and glass, but it is going out of fashion”(an architect).

We have visited Trakai Castle this afternoon. “We know that it was completely destroyed and reconstructed (very badly) in 1975. The renovated castle could be an object for demonstration how not to restore the architectural monuments.” 

I went to Trakai and got very dissapointed. It was a waste of time.

Many restaurants are located in the basements of even underground.
TOILETS: „Toilet paper is not thrown in the toilet, while in Italy we always throw it in the toilet“.

Things are very cheap in Lithuania (e.g. a ride by a taxi). In Italy it is much more expensive.
We did not expect your weather to be so hot. It is as hot as in Italy.


	
	

	


 POLAND
	The issue of MONEY: In Poland we do not have a habit either to complain or to boast how much we earn. In contrast, you Lithuanians discuss the issue of money even during the lectures. No matter how much people complain about the shortage of money, but they are very well dressed. 

VILNIUS is a beautiful and magic city. Lithuania is so beatiful. Although there does seem to be less tourists in Vilnius centre vs Krakow. There is a  large number of blond people (much more in Vilnius than in Krakow. Lithuanian men are generally good-looking. Girls are also pretty and very similar to the Polish girls.  We feel like coming here once again! Why is so little done in order to advertise the beauty of Lithuania to the rest of the world??? 
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