Tasks presented by  Loreta Chodzkienė, Lithuania

All  participants of the Intensive Programme are kindly requested to prepare the following tasks prior to their arrival!:

 1.       A task for a team: be ready to tell the IP participants your national folk tale (reflecting  your regional identity; length of  the tale in class:  2-3 minutes)

2. The following task should be done individually and submitted to the address loreta.chodzkiene@uki.vu.lt by 1 July.

Here you are provided with 15 common everyday situations. The possible discourses used in these everyday situations could help us disclose our surrounding socio-cultural backgrounds. Therefore, you‘re kindly asked put yourself into the roles of the social actors in the envisaged fifteen situations and write the words they‘re expected to produce in the interactions presented below.

We expect spontaneous answers in your native language. Afterwards, please, translate your answers into English as closely as possible to the original. It is NOT the aim of this survey either to test your knowledge of the native language or assess how good your English is. The aim is to collect natural (as natural as possible) samples of the envisaged speech acts in the written form. Take as much space as you need.   

Situation One
On the way to university you meet your next door neighbour. You know each other by sight.

What would you say to your neighbour? (if at all)

What would your neighbour say to you? (if at all) 

Situation Two
This is the first time you meet Professor X to make an appointment for a consultation. The Professor is available next Tuesday.

What would you say to Professor?

What would he/she say to you?

Situation Three
At the appointed time you‘re about to enter the Professor‘s office when he tells you he is having a Board meeting and cancels your appointment. 

What does he say to you?

What do you say to him?

Situation Four
Your coursemate (female) has been awarded a year–long scholarship at Harvard University. You would like to congratulate (or pay a compliment to) her. (Indicate your gender, please) 

What would you say to her?

What would she say to you?

Situation Five
You‘ve checked the online catalogue of your university library only to find out that one of the books that are essential for your course paper/thesis/project work is still available for a loan. However, after having ordered it you arrive at the library only to learn that the book is not available.

What does the librarian say to you?

What would you say to her/him?

Situation Six 

You‘re still trying to get hold of the neccesary book and, therefore, go to the bookshop. The bookshop assistant manages to find you the last copy  of your required book.

What does the bookshop assistant say to you?

What do you say to him/her?

Situation Seven

You return to the students‘ dormitory enthusiastically, hoping to finish your assignment in a night (because of the next day‘s deadline). Loud sounds of  a football match and screams of approval hover in the corridor of the floor you live on. Suddenly you realise that the noise is coming from your  room. You open the door and see a number of high-spirited coursemates.

What do they say to you?

What do you say to them?

Situation Eight

You‘re about to think that this awkward matter with the „visitors“ have been settled when your  close friend calls you with a request to lend the book for at least a couple of hours. The deadline for  paper  submission is the same for both of you, i.e. the next day.

What does he say to you?

What do you say to him? 

Situation Nine

You‘ve just returned from the Students‘ International campus abroad. Your friends urge you to share the impressions on the trip and stay in the campus. Thus, there is nothing left for you but to invite them over.

What would you say to them? (Where would you invite them?)

What would the invited say to you?

Situation Ten
You and your family members already sitting in the car, are about to leave for your cousin‘s Wedding party. Your father is driving the car. However, suddenly he realises that he might have left the corridor lights on and asks you  to check whether the lights are on or off.

What would he say to you?

What would you say to him?

Situation Eleven 

You‘ve dialed your sister‘s telephone number, however,  you got the wrong number. Consequently, you hear a voice of a stranger at the other end of the line.

What would you say?

What would the stranger say to you?

Situation Twelve
You‘re at at the baker‘s for fresh morning bread-buns. When the salesgirl starts collecting your chosen bread-buns, it occurs to you that the buns are stale and you decide to cancel your order.

What would you say to the salesgirl?

What would she say to you?

Situation Thirteen

Tomorrow is your girlfriend‘s/boyfriend‘s birthday. You‘d like to buy a small gift for her/him, however, you‘re low on cash. You decide to borrow some money from your close friend.

What would you say to your friend?

What would your friend‘s answer to you?

(Is it acceptable to borrow money in you society?)

Situation Fourteen  
Half a year ago you were accepted for a part-time job in one of the leading companies in your city. At present you‘re about to be promoted; everyting depends on your presentation of the company‘s profile to a foreign delegation. The problem is that you‘ve been feeling sick for the last two days and kept postponing your visit to GP. Your friend is trying to convince you to pay a visit to the GP.

What does he say to you?

What would you say to him?

Situation Fifteen     
The doctor without hesitation put you on sick leave. You return home and have to inform your boss about the extenuating circumstance that would prevent you from giving the presentation.  

What would you say to your boss?

What would your boss say to you?

