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RoutesRoutes

•• TheoreticalTheoretical perspectivesperspectives

•• NationalNational perspectivesperspectives on on educationeducation in in 

EuropeEurope

•• ComparativeComparative perspectivesperspectives on on educationeducation in in 

EuropeEurope

•• EuropeanEuropean perspectivesperspectives on on educationeducation
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Key Key questionsquestions: : youryour turn!turn!

((studentsstudents’’ presentationspresentations in in groupsgroups, , 

accordingaccording toto nationnation –– sessionsession 2)2)
• Consider key features of your education system, 

which can reflect national perspectives on the 
main aims of schooling, the roles of the teacher, 
and the ideal citizen in your country, summed up 
in the questions:

- what is a good teacher like?

- what is a good citizen like?

- what is a good school like?
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Comparative Comparative perspectivesperspectives

AimsAims: : 

•• understandingunderstanding and and explainingexplaining crosscross--nationalnational

differencesdifferences linkedlinked withwith cultural cultural distinctivedistinctive traitstraits

•• gaininggaining awarenessawareness ofof social social realitiesrealities in in differentdifferent

contextscontexts

•• UnderstandingUnderstanding thoughtthought processesprocesses ofof otherother

culturescultures, , reconsideringreconsidering oneone’’s s ownown perspectiveperspective

fromfrom the the perspectiveperspective ofof othersothers



MEITT Intensive MEITT Intensive ProgrammeProgramme --

Vilnius, July 2010 Vilnius, July 2010 -- Caena  Caena  

FrancescaFrancesca

Comparative Comparative perspectivesperspectives

on on educationeducation and and teachingteaching

•• Key Key factorsfactors accounting accounting forfor nationalnational variationsvariations in in 
educational educational systemssystems::

�� DefinitionsDefinitions ofof goodgood teacherteacher & & goodgood citizencitizen

�� HistoricalHistorical referencesreferences

�� LearningLearning theoriestheories

�� SchoolSchool technologiestechnologies

�� AdministrativeAdministrative stylestyle

�� ResourcesResources and and costscosts

�� AccountabilityAccountability//evaluationevaluation mechanismsmechanisms

((CummingsCummings, 2003), 2003)
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EuropeanEuropean perspectivesperspectives

•• MainMain policiespolicies featuresfeatures in in educationeducation

��UnionizationUnionization ofof educational educational policiespolicies

��Promotion Promotion ofof newnew key key competencescompetences forfor studystudy

and work and work transparencytransparency and and mobilitymobility

��ModernizationModernization and and innovationinnovation in in educationeducation, , 

teachingteaching and training, and training, forfor lifelonglifelong learninglearning

��Promotion Promotion ofof intercultural intercultural dialoguedialogue forfor

democracydemocracy and and citizenshipcitizenship
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Key Key documentsdocuments

•• 2004: KEY COMPETENCES FOR LIFELONG 2004: KEY COMPETENCES FOR LIFELONG 
LEARNINGLEARNING

•• 2005: A New Framework Strategy for 2005: A New Framework Strategy for 
MultilingualismMultilingualism

•• 2008: White paper on Intercultural 2008: White paper on Intercultural 
dialoguedialogue

•• 12.5.2009: Council Conclusions on a 12.5.2009: Council Conclusions on a 
strategic framework for European strategic framework for European 
cooperation in education and training cooperation in education and training 
("Education & Training 2020")("Education & Training 2020")
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Group work ( Group work ( mixedmixed nationalitiesnationalities, , 

10 10 groupsgroups withwith fourfour people people eacheach))

•• ConsiderConsider the the extractsextracts fromfrom EuropeanEuropean documentsdocuments 2 2 
((multilingualismmultilingualism policiespolicies) and 3 (intercultural ) and 3 (intercultural whitewhite
paperpaper). ). FindFind at at leastleast oneone similaritysimilarity and and oneone differencedifference
betweenbetween nationalnational policiespolicies and and practicespractices in in applyingapplying
EuropeanEuropean recommendationsrecommendations, and , and trytry toto explainexplain the the 
reasonsreasons whywhy. . 

(cfr. (cfr. photocopiesphotocopies withwith extractsextracts fromfrom EuropeanEuropean

documentsdocuments))
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Group work (Group work (processprocess isis productproduct……))

•• rolesroles: : timekeepertimekeeper, , coordinatorcoordinator, , secretarysecretary

& speaker, & speaker, readerreader, creative , creative mastermindmastermind……

•• engagingengaging in in discussiondiscussion in in internationalinternational

teamsteams, , clarifyingclarifying and and negotiatingnegotiating

meaningsmeanings, , reachingreaching agreement, agreement, 

understandingunderstanding eacheach otherother’’s s culturallyculturally

rootedrooted viewpointsviewpoints
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CriticalCritical viewsviews on on EuropeanEuropean policiespolicies::

integratingintegrating ecologicalecological & global & global 

perspectivesperspectives
•• EuropeanEuropean tendenciestendencies towardstowards

harmonizationharmonization in in educationeducation asas global global 
phenomenaphenomena

= = neoliberalneoliberal, competitive , competitive approachapproach

= = reformistreformist dialogicaldialogical approachapproach

= = pessimisticpessimistic approachapproach

•• ComplexComplex translationstranslations and and transformationstransformations
in in locallocal contextscontexts
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……glocalglocal viewsviews & & hybridhybrid

developmentsdevelopments……

EuropeanEuropean dialoguedialogue = a meeting = a meeting placeplace ofof

mediationmediation, , understandingunderstanding, , dede--constructionconstruction

and and rere--constructionconstruction ofof meaningsmeanings and and 

identitiesidentities, , withwith shiftingshifting, , indistinctindistinct

boundariesboundaries……
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unitedunited in in diversitydiversity

ThankThank youyou!!


